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SUBJECT: ROK POSITION ON PRG ISSUE AT LAW OE WAR CONEERENCE 
REF: (A) STATE 23914; (B) SEOUL 563 

1 . BEGIN LIMITED OEEICIAL USE. EMBOEE EEBRUARY 3 RAISED 
ALGERIAN RESOLUTION (REE A) WITH MOEA TREATIES DIVISION 
CHIEF NO CHANG-HUI, WHO SAID ROK DELEGATION HAD CABLED 
MOFA ON SUBJECT AND BEEN INSTRUCTED TO VOTE AGAINST 
RESOLUTION AND IN FAVOR OF APPLYING RULE 32. NO 
REITERATED ROK POSITION STATED EARLIER BY 10 
DIVISION CHIEE CHANG (REF B), WHO IS CURRENTLY OUT OF 
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2. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL/NOFORN. ON QUESTION OE OBSERVER 
STAUS EOR PRG, NO SAID THAT THERE IS DIFFERENCE OF 
OPINION IN MOFA, WITH SOME OFFICIALS FEELING THAT 

ROKG SHOULD SUPPORT LIBERAL INTERPRETATION OF OBSERVER 
STATUS FOR ALL "GROUPS" INTERESTED IN THE SUBJECT OF A 
CONFERENCE IF THAT CONFERENCE WISHES TO INVITE THEM. 

HE NOTED THAT ROK DELEGATION'S INSTRUCTIONS CURRENTLY MAKE 
DISTINCTION BETWEEN PRG AND NATIONAL LIBERATION 
ORGANIZATIONS, INCLUDING PLO. INSTRUCTIONS ARE NOT TO 
OPPOSE OBSERVER STATUS FOR LIBERATION ORGANIZATIONS AND 
TO CONSULT WITH OTHER DELEGATIONS ON QUESTION OF FULL 
PARTICIPATION BY THESE ORGANIZATIONS. ON PRG, DELEGATION IS 
INSTRUCTED TO OPPOSE ANY PARTICIPATION BY PRG WHICH 
WOULD GIVE IT STATUS EQUAL TO THAT OF GVN BUT TO CONSULT 
WITH OTHER DELEGATIONS IF QUESTION OF PRG OBSERVER 
STATUS ARISES. 

3. EMBOFF REMINDED NO OF USG OPPOSITION TO ANY TYPE 

OF OBSERVER STATUS FOR PRG, AND NO QUICKLY STATED THAT 
ROK WOULD SUPPORT US POSITION. HE HOTED THAT QUESTION 
OF PRG OBSERVER STATUS HAS NOT ARISEN IN GENEVA. HE 
SAID MOFA HAS ASSURED GVN EMBASSY HERE OF ROK OPPOSITION 
TO FULL PARICIPATION BY PRG IN LOW CONFERENCE. IN 
ANSWER TO QUESTION, NO SAID THAT QUESTION OF OBSERVER 
STATUS HAS NOT ARISEN IN TALKS WITH VIETNAMESE HERE. 

4. COMMENT: NO HAS ALWAYS BEEN CANDID IN DISCUSSING 
ROKG PURSUIT OF SELF-INTEREST IN DIPLOMATIC MATTNRS. 

IT IS INTRIGUING THAT HE CHOSE TO VOLUNTEER A HINT 
THAT MOFA MAY BE CONSIDERING AT LEAST THE APPEARANCE 
OF FLEXIBILITY ON PRG, IN CONTINUING ROKG EFFORT TO 
AVOID ISOLATION FROM THIRD WORLD. HOWEVER, ROKG 
REALIZES THAT THIS IS ONE AREA IN WHICH WE EXPECT ITS 
SUPPORT, AND WE BELIEVE WE WILL CONTINUE TO RECEIVE FULL 
SUPPORT FROM THE ROK ON THIS ISSUE. 

SNEIDER 
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